
April 7, 2020, posted to the WCSA Facebook Group by President, Scott Henkel 
 
Dear WCSA members and friends, 
 
We hope that you are healthy, and doing as well as possible, given the state of our world. 
 
As you know, we had hoped to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Center for Working-
Class Studies at Youngstown State University by gathering together in that place, which has 
such significance for our organization, for our conference this year. However, we have 
decided to postpone until next year--we will not meet in person this year. Please look for 
further details, but we are planning now to celebrate the 26th anniversary of the Center in 
Youngstown, likely during May 2021. 
 
Our activism, research, teaching, and our acts of solidarity in the world are always 
important, yet they seem especially keen now. How we walk through global crises concerns 
us a great deal. As an organization, we will continue to be a space--both literal and virtual--
for thinking together about what we are facing collectively. As an organization focused on 
working-class issues, in all their intersectional ways, let us remember, think about, talk 
about, and teach about the ways that this crisis is also about class inequality. As scholars, 
and for our students and community allies, we face an unprecedented disruption of our 
lives. What would it mean to center working-class solidarity as we dedicate ourselves to a 
deeper mission for our work? What kinds of mutual aid are best suited to help us through a 
pandemic? How can we build institutions and systems that value solidarity and health over 
profit? How can we build a better world in the wake of this pandemic? 
 
As we walk this path, we hope to glimpse in our activism, research, and teaching what a 

better world may be. Please visit the WCSA website to see updates about what our members 

are doing, and to join or renew your membership. Please also check out the Journal of 
Working-Class Studies, and look for our next issue this June. 
 
We hope you are safe and healthy. We will also look forward to seeing you in Youngstown 
in 2021. 
 
Solidarity, 
 
Scott Henkel, President 
Cherie Rankin, Past President 
Allison Hurst, President-Elect 
Working-Class Studies Association 
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